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Within Arkansas, the eastern chipmunk (Tamias striatus)
is distributed irregularly throughout the Ouachita and
Ozark mountains though the most recent review of its
distribution only confirms its presence in 21/49 (43%) of
counties where appropriate habitat is found (Sealander and
Heidt, 1990). However, the accompanying distribution map
did not include previously published information on
specimens collected in Carroll, Crawford, Franklin, and
Madison counties or sight records from Arkansas Game and
Fish Commission personnel in 10 counties from which
voucher specimens have not yet been collected (Sealander,
1956).
In order to document the current distribution of the
eastern chipmunk and to collect voucher specimens for
educational and historical purposes, a mail survey was sent
to field employees of the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission, Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism,
and the U.S. Forest Service in early August 2002.
Respondents were asked whether they had seen chipmunks
in their home county in the last five years, to document the
date and location of eastern chipmunks observed from 15
August - 15 September 2002, and to list any other Arkansas
counties in which this species was observed in the last five
years. Willing respondents from counties lacking historical
records ofeastern chipmunk presence were asked to attempt
to collect specimens for deposit ina museum.
A total of 223 surveys was received from 71/75 (95%)
Arkansas counties. During the 15 August - 15 September
2002 survey period 36 respondents observed eastern
chipmunks in 21 counties including new county records for
Newton, Perry, Searcy, Sebastian, and Sharp counties.
Eastern chipmunks have been observed in the last five years
by 95/223 (43%) of respondents in 42/75 (56%) of counties,
primarily in the Ozark and Ouachita mountains and the
Arkansas River valley. These sightings account for new
county records from Clay, Conway, Grant, Howard,
Lonoke, Scott, Van Buren, and White counties.
One previously unpublished museum specimen
collected by C.M.James on 24 October 1989 in Cleburne
County was located in the Vertebrate Museum of the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock. A specimen from
Clark County was taken in 1991 (Tumlison et al., 1992) and
three additional specimens from this county have been
deposited in the collection at Henderson State University
since then. Four new specimens were collected during this
study. Mr.Richard Graham, U.S. Forest Service, collected
three specimens in the vicinityof Greenwood, Montgomery
County inSeptember 2002, which have been deposited with
the Department of Biology at Arkansas State University.
Wildlife Officer Tim Davenport, Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission, collected one specimen four miles south of Pot
Shoals Net Pens inMarion County on 19 October 2002 that
has been deposited in the Vertebrate Museum of the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
This study provides further evidence that the eastern
chipmunk is confined to the upper Arkansas River valley
and the Ouachita and Ozark Mountains in this state (Fig. 1).
Although this species is widespread in these areas, there is a
paucity of specific research on the habitat use, population
density, and demographics of the eastern chipmunk in
Arkansas.
Iwould like to thank all of those who participated inthe
survey as well as Nancy McCartney, Univ. of Arkansas;
Gary Heidt and Robert Sikes, Univ. ofArkansas-Little Rock;
Renn Tumlison, Henderson State Univ.;J.D. Wilhide and
Drew Reed, Arkansas State Univ.;Betty Crump, U.S. Forest
Service; and Bruce Cook, Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission.
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